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most of them followed Herr Schwarzkopf's example, who changed himself to Mr. Blackhead. Outside Europe, Germandom has maintained itself by its own strength in the Latin States of South America only, although that much-mistaken rescript of von der Heydt in 1859 actually crippled emigration thither, in the interests of North America, with the intention of providing in fatherly fashion for the future welfare of the German emigrants, who were, however, lost to us henceforward. When Count Billow proposed in the Ministry in 1900 to abolish this rescript, there were still some voices raised in favour of its preservation. Many millions of Germans who emigrated were lost to us both mentally and physically, and enriched those countries which were afterwards our worst enemies. Without past and present German labour the Entente would never have succeeded in inflicting upon us our present humiliation; one of the bitterest features of our position.
If the absorption by America was unavoidable in itself in view of the conditions which greeted our emigrants there, the manner and the speed with which this abandonment of nationality was accomplished was due to our poorly developed national sense. It was with sad feelings that I witnessed an enormous torchlight procession in New York of 14,000 German ex-soldiers, all in their prime, in honour of Prince Henry. If the question of nationality was ever broached with these people, the answer was generally: think of Germany as our mother, but America is